62       THE GOSPEL OF NARADA

Lord Sri Krishna Himself says :) u Be calm
and shed all fear. What fear has the
devotee, abode of blessedness, who is firm
in Me ? On the contrary, there is no fear
at all for My devotees, who have nothing
(more) to do ;l such have no fear of birth and
death, old age and disease. (1 : 13 : 8-9) I
Myself appear and cut the root of their
karmas ; it is others who do (not) love My
mantra who must2 suffer the effects of action.
Now it was I Myself who gave My own
mantra to the i Person '3; and it is I who give
Liberation to the devotee who has receiv-
ed (the mantra) from another." A (1 : 13 :

24-25)

2. To Krishna the Oversoul5 nothing at all
is dearer than the devotee ;6 not even the Self
is greater than he, nor life, nor bodies, nor

2 Henceforth the devotee does nothing ; all his apparent actions
are really performed by the Lord through him. and they cannot
bind him to their results (cf. Gita 5 : 8. 10. 11 ; 33 and 18 : 12).

2 or : can, may.

3 Before all Time the Supreme gave His mantra to the Creator
Himself, who used it to create the universe (cf. GopalataRini-
yopanisad, 25).

4 Though the Guru who gives i^Qmantra seems to be a man. it
is really Krishna, the Self. who appears in that form to satisfy His
devotee's need.

s lit: Paramatma, the Supreme Self.
s cf. Gita 18 : 69.